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In what probabl, amounts to the most 

blatant rip-oii oi Star Wars to date, 
Japan's Message 1rom Space (Uchu kara 

no messeji, trom Ale features a super- 
fortress iljyover, white-clad 

princess, rogue bee pilots, dogiights in 
Space, a pluck; robot, an intergalactic wa- 
tering hole, a planet-killing space-station- 
moon, blasters, swords, armored minions, and 
a climactic trench-run to deliver a torpedo 
into an open shait... ok, it's a tunnel, but 
the similarit; is unmistakable. 


lessage 1rom Space, while attempting to emu- 
late the style o1 Star Wars, does vaguel, 
attempt a unique stor,jline. While we were 
onl; able to view a French dub oi this 
Obscure iilm, a little help irom the inter- 
net revealed the general plot: King Kaiba 
irom the peaceiul planet oi Jillucia has 
sent out eight Liabe hol; seeds into space, 
each to iind a warrior to deiend irom the 
evil Gavanas, who have nearl, destrojed Jil- 
lucia. The warriors band together to overco- 
"galactic empire" through several 
ytar Wars—-tjpe scenarios, including sword 





m iights, blaster exchanges, droids that save 


the day, and oi course the obligator, 
"tunnel run". 


Rather than compare the actual storjlines oi 
Message trom Space to Star Wars, we've col- 
lected a handiul oi screengrabs irom the 
tilm and depicted them alongside their Star 
Wars counterparts. Check out the slideshow 
at right. 


“¥ 








WHILE THE MESSAGE 
TITLE IS NOT A VIRECT 
PULL OF THE THEATEI- 
CAL STAK WARS LOGO; 
IT VOES KESEMBLE THE 

MEYSTONE" LOGO 
USEV ON POSTERS 
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These cockp/t crews appear rearly idlentical 





Yep, those are thrusters pushing the plaret-Killer 
H100h toward aki Alelerdan clore 








MESSAGE DIDN'T SEND A SNAPPY 


RESULT 
THE SAME 
taSER TO DESTROY THE PLANET TO ACHIEVE 
~ (HEY WENT OLD-SCHOOL AND 
SENT A MISSILE 
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A DUEL BETWEEN “SPACE KNIGHTS” 
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MESSAGE FROM SPACE staning VIC MORROW: with PHILIP CASNOFF - PEGGY LEE BRENNAN- and SONNY CHIBA 


Music Performed by COLUMBIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA =: IN COLOR « With a SPECIAL EFFECTS and SPACE FLYING OBJECTS TECHNICAL UNIT 


Recorded in SUPER-SPACE SOUND = Distributed by Ir United Artists A Join Proauction of Ton Someany 70 PG PARENTAL GUIDANCE SUGGESTED 
©Copyright 1978 Toei Company, LTD. All Rights Reserved. A Transamerica Company —E es 
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